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Heaven is Not for Everyone - Revelation 22:12-17, 20 
 
Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God, our Father, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen 
 
This morning our text for meditation is from the book of Revelation 22:12-17, 20. Let us hear 
this text: 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay 
each one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that 
they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the 
gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers 
and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent 
my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” 
And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the 
one who desires take the water of life without price.” Here ends the text for meditation. 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
What is near - death experience?  
A near-death experience (NDE) is a profound personal experience associated with death or 
impending death which researchers claim share similar characteristics. There are common 
themes in the NDE such as glorious, radiant light, feelings of wonder, mental clarity and bliss, 
out-of-body experiences, travelling through a long tunnel, meeting entities they think of as 
God or a great spiritual being, or being met by long-dead family members.  
Not everyone experiences all of these things, but most report some. 
 
What happens when we die? Sincerely “I do not know.” But as a follower of the wisdom 
teachings of Jesus and as a disciple of Christ, I am interested and open to the Scriptures, 
particularly in the Gospel of John. In ch. 5:24 the writer asserts that for the believer eternal 
life does not wait until the end of time but is given now. In ch. 8:51 it says: “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  

In our text today, Jesus assures us that He is coming soon, to bring us to our final reward.  
And He speaks of those who will enter the gates of heaven.  But He also says that there are 
those on the outside:  the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, 
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the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. When 
He comes again, there will be those who, contrary to popular belief, will not have the gift of 
eternal life in heaven. Heaven is not for everyone.   
 
But by the grace and mercy of almighty God it can be for you.  The same Jesus who is coming 
soon offers us the free gift of the water of life, the water that brings eternal life.  And in the 
gift of Jesus, received by faith, we can be sure that the life that lies ahead for us will be one 
of beauty, bliss and joy. 
 
It does not take a near death experience for us to know that there truly is a life beyond this 
earthly existence.  The Holy Bible reminds us again and again that there truly is life after 
death.  The Lord who died on a cross for us also rose again to give us life that never ends.  
And because He lives, Jesus can promise: "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25-26) Jesus offers us life and not just any 
life, but the most wonderful life, indeed.   
 
The Scriptures speaks of the great glory of heaven, especially the words from the Book of 
Revelation.  We have heard that in heaven: Never again will they hunger; never again will 
they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at 
the centre of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living 
water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  In heaven: There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away." 
   
Now, in our text today, the ascended Lord who went to prepare that place for us says He is 
coming soon to give to His people that wonderful life He has promised.  But, as sad as it is 
to say, heaven is not for everyone.  Scripture makes it very clear that heaven is a wonderful 
place.  But it is also a holy place, and so we are told:  Nothing impure will ever enter it, 
nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb's book of life.   
 
Most people in our day and age would deny this truth.  It is very sad that many people think 
that they can live as if heaven does not exist, and yet they expect to live in heaven someday.  
But, as Jesus points out in our text, not everyone will be in heaven.  Heaven is a home for 
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the forgiven, redeemed children of God.  It is not a place for sinners.  And when Jesus comes 
again, some will be left on the outside, which means, as Scripture points out, they will be 
condemned to eternal death in hell.   
 
But lest we become too quick to gloat, let us not forget that we are sinners, too.  Day by day 
we prove just how undeserving, how unworthy we are of the splendid home our Lord has 
prepared for us. And yet, we can look forward in joyful hope to a wonderful eternity in God’s 
kingdom.  No, heaven is not for everyone.  It definitely is not for sinners.  But still, God wants 
you and me to have life in His kingdom.  Jesus says to us:  "Blessed are those who wash 
their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the 
gates into the city.   
 
Our gracious God wants us to have life with Him in the glory of His beautiful, eternal kingdom.  
And while we can never make ourselves good enough, clean enough or holy enough for that 
kingdom, God can and does make it possible for us to enter that glorious kingdom.   
 
In Jesus Christ, God has come down from heaven to save us, to prepare us for heaven.  By 
His sacrificial death on the cross, Jesus has taken away the guilt of our sins.  He brings us 
the forgiveness we need and in His resurrection, He lives to give us life with Him.   
 
In our text, He offers to us the free gift of the water of life.  He gives us that water of life in 
our baptism, for in baptism God forgives our sins, gives us life as His children, and the 
assurance of eternal life in heaven.  He offers us that water of life in His word, which assures 
us of all he has done for us.  He offers us the water of life at His altar, where we receive His 
body and blood with the bread and wine of Holy Communion, and thereby receive all the 
benefits and blessings of life and forgiveness through that body and blood given and shed 
for us.  He does everything that is necessary so that we can have life forever in His glorious 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
And the day is not all that far away when the Lord who left this world to prepare that heavenly 
home for us will come again to lead us home.  As Jesus says in our text, Behold, I am 
coming soon!  And when He comes it will be judgment day.  Jesus said he will sit on his 
throne and gather the nations before him.  He will separate the people as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 
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To those who had no saving faith, all they have done and thought will be displayed as 
evidence against them for all to see in the courtroom of God.  That is how He settles his 
accounts with them.  Then they will be cast out from before Him.  But for those who have 
trusted in Jesus Christ as their only Savior, there is no cause for worry.  Romans 8:1 says, 
"There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."  With our heavenly 
Father, forgiving means forgetting. 

Do you see how wonderful the forgiveness of God that we have in Jesus Christ is?  It guides 
you through this life and prepares you for the last day.  When the Lord comes, it will be His 
cross that raises you up, and defends you in the great judgment. 

We have great encouragement here.  When we are suffering and having a tough time of it, 
when we have problems and anxiety on the left and the right, we can look to the words of 
Jesus, "Behold, I am coming soon."  This will be enough to get us through another 
day.  These words are also a warning to the others.  The Lord is coming soon to bless all 
who call upon His name, but to punish those who do not. 

Another great source of encouragement is living with Jesus forever.  When we die, our soul 
goes to be with the Lord.  Very little else is known about this stage.  The Bible refers to the 
dead in Christ as having "fallen asleep."  But it is not as if they are unconscious.   
In the 6th chapter of the Book of Revelation we see the souls of the martyrs under the altar 
of heaven, and we hear them say, "How long, O Lord, until you judge the earth and 
avenge us."  They are certainly not unconscious.  They recognize the passage of time and 
what is happening around them.   
 
Those who have already died are now with the Lord, anxiously looking forward to their own 
resurrection and the final judgment where the evil that was done to them will be avenged. 
 
While death brings peace to a believer, there is a greater gift still to come.  The resurrection 
of the body is the greater celebration.  In our new, perfected human body we will be immune 
to pain, hunger, disease and every kind of sorrow, just as our Lord Jesus is now that He has 
risen from the dead. So we can certainly sing, "I'm but a stranger here, heaven is my 
home."  But the last day will come and bring us triumph over everything that hurts us here. 
Until that time we need to learn to wait and get ready, so we are not distracted by anything 
we see around us.  O Lord Jesus Christ, come soon.  Come to take us home to you.  Amen 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%208.1

